
HOSPITALITY
SUE FORD

ROMANS 12:9-13









Source: https://www.bosnewslife.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/
north-korean-christians-during-a-prayer-meeting.jpg



Hospitality = affection towards strangers





Why is it so important for us to 
practice Christian hospitality?



Romans 12:9-13 The Message (MSG)
Love from the centre of who you are; don’t 
fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold 
on for dear life to good. Be good friends 
who love deeply; practice playing second 
fiddle. Don’t burn out; keep yourselves 
fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the 
Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in 
hard times; pray all the harder. Help needy 
Christians; be inventive in hospitality.
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How did Jesus show hospitality?



Hospitality at home:
1. Have you ever felt welcome in 

someone else’s home? 
2. What is most difficult about having 

someone at your house? 
3. How do you make your friends feel 

welcome while they are at your house?
Hospitality with strangers:
1. How can you share or give 

something you have to others who 
might be in need at this time?
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“Through table fellowship Jesus ritually acted 
out his insight into Abba’s indiscriminate love 
– a love that causes his sun to rise on bad 
as well as good. The inclusion of sinners 
in the community of salvation, symbolised 
in table fellowship, is the expression of the 
merciful love of the redeeming God.” 

-Brennan Manning (60-61)
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“Relationships are critical to our wellbeing. 
A lack of social connection leads to 
loneliness and isolation, experiences far 
more harmful than previously realised. And 
there are worrying signs that isolation and 
loneliness are increasing in Australia.” 

-City of Melville website
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“For two years, I was loved and welcomed 
by a Christian community that I mocked, 
despised, and rejected. I accepted them 
when it worked for me and rejected 
them all the other times. There is simply 
no way I would have walked into a 
church if I hadn’t had a genuine friendship 
with the man behind the pulpit. At their 
home, the door was wide open.”

-Rosaria Butterfield



“It was so disarming; I couldn’t help but go 
back. In this context of hospitality Ken (the 
pastor) brought the church to me, because it 
was impossible for me to get to the church 
without the bridge of somebody’s home.”

-Rosaria Butterfield


